Dear
RE: Finlay Scott Review

I’m writing to ask for your help in giving thousands of families greater opportunity to have safe positive pregnancies and births with support into early parenting.
The Government recently heard from the Finlay Scott Review, which had been asked, to look at indemnity insurance as a condition of professional registration. The Review recommended that the Government should make indemnity / insurance a requirement of every healthcare professional’s registration. However it also recommended for those groups for whom the market does not provide affordable insurance or indemnity (independent midwives), it should decide if the continued availability of those services is necessary; and, if so, should seek to facilitate a solution to the problem. http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/@dh/@en/@ps/documents/digitalasset/dh_117457.pdf  (paragraph 140 - 144)
There are currently approximately100 independent midwives in the UK, providing high quality, one-to-one care to families throughout pregnancy, birth and early parenthood. It is this kind of genuinely personalised care, from their own midwife, that growing numbers of women want. It has significant public health benefits in terms of increased normal birth and breastfeeding rates and saves money. 

Taking on independent status is also something which offers great advantages to midwives themselves, empowering them as frontline workers, to work closely with women and with more flexibility in their working lives – crucial if the drain of midwives from the profession is to be reversed. 
The barrier to independent midwives providing this service is that they cannot be indemnified or insured. This is due to the number of independent midwives currently being too small to enable the risk to be pooled and spread in a way that produces an affordable premium. There is simply no insurance available for independent midwifery services. This is standing in the way of more pregnant women benefiting from this type of care and enabling more midwives to work this way. 
In 2013, independent midwifery will be made illegal under EU law if a solution is not found. EU legislation by then will require all health professionals to have indemnity/ insurance. 

 

The benefits of finding a mechanism to indemnify or insure independent midwives will be:
· independent midwives will be able to provide care within the NHS with improved public health outcomes, reduction in costs and increased choice for women;
· women's choice will be maintained; 
· the risk reduced of some women choosing to give birth unaided if unable to access care that is acceptable to them within the NHS;
· midwifery expertise in normal birth skills will not be lost;

· more midwives staying in the profession.
The government is due to respond imminently to the Findlay Scott Review. The Review recognises that a potential problem arises from its recommendations but also acknowledges that the government could intervene to provide an affordable solution. 

Please support my request to recognise the importance of this service for the safety and wellbeing of mothers, babies and families by calling for the indemnity/insurance issue to be resolved by the Department of Health.
Yours sincerely, 

